Abstracts groups, costs were analyzed using a propensity score model. Confidence intervals were estimated using bootstrap methods. RESULTS: Population in the two groups was balanced for age, gender, weight and body mass index. The groups differed significantly in terms of housing status (p < 0.05) and nutritional status (p < 0.001). Adjusted costs per patient of hospital care (-€551), nursing care (-€145) and other medical care were significantly reduced in the FNS group as compared to the LNS group, with cost savings of -€723 (90% CI: -€1.444 to -€43). Including oral supplementation costs, the total cost savings per patient attributable to nutrition support were -€195 (90% CI: -€929 to +€478). CON-CLUSION: Appropriate nutrition diagnosis and support may contribute to reduce the costs of health care. Propensity score models are a valuable framework for the analysis of cost data, when it is not possible to conduct randomized studies. 
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